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Viking Voyagers

For nearly 300 years the Vikings were fearless warriors. They stormed villages. They attacked fortresses. They stole gold. They captured slaves.

But not all Vikings were bad. Some were farmers and craftspeople. Others discovered new lands. They were the first Europeans to sail to America. Yet their story is clouded in the mists of the past. Now it’s time to meet the real Vikings.

The Discoverers 
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Some Viking men left their wives, families, and homes to go on long voyages. They were often away for years at a time. These amazing journeys took them to faraway lands.

Vikings sailed to England, France, Spain, and Italy. They went to Africa and Asia. They were the first Europeans to come to America.

The trip to America was slow and had several stops along the way. In 860, Vikings discovered Iceland. Forty years later, a Viking named Erik the Red found Greenland.
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New Lands 
These were exciting times. Vikings were discovering new lands. They were moving to new places. Then came word of a sighting of uncharted land. Erik the Red wanted to go there. He never made it, though. On the way to his ship, Erik fell off his horse. Fearing bad luck, he cancelled the trip. 

Erik’s son, Leif Eriksson, made the voyage later. He named the new land Vinland. It was the East Coast of North America. He probably sailed along the coast. He may have even sailed to what is now New York City!
Leif Erikson

Erikson was an Icelandic explorer and probably the first European visitor to North America, 500 years before Christopher Columbus.
Leif Erikson (also spelled Ericsson, or Eiriksson) was the second of three sons of Erik the Red, who established a settlement in Greenland after he was exiled from Iceland. Leif Erikson's story was recorded in several different sagas, but the accounts they give are so different it is impossible to be certain of the details of his life.

He is thought to have visited Norway in around 1000 where he was converted to Christianity by Olaf I, who sent him back to Greenland to convert the settlers there. In one story, on his voyage to Greenland he sailed off-course and arrived in a place he called 'Vinland', because of the abundant grapes growing there, and the general fertility of the land. In another - the Groenlendinga saga - he heard of a land in the west from an Icelandic trader, and went to find it.

The precise identity of Vinland remains uncertain, with various locations on the North American coast identified. In 1963, archaeologists found ruins of a Viking-type settlement at L'Anse aux Meadows, in northern Newfoundland, which correspond to Leif's description of Vinland.

Mystery Map 
There is much evidence that Vikings settled in North America. Ancient legends tell of their Vinland adventures. Archaeologists have found a Viking village in Canada. There may even be a Viking map that shows Vinland.

The map is a bit faded. You can see parts of Europe clearly drawn. You can also see Iceland and Greenland. Beyond those islands is Vinland. It doesn’t look much like North America today. After all, Vikings only knew about a small part of the continent. 

Not everyone agrees that Vikings drew this map. Some think it’s a fake. They point out that it is the only known Viking map. Why make just one map? Vikings had no idea how important America would become.

The map is just one more mystery about the Vikings’ never-ending story. Scientists are still searching for more clues about the Vikings’ past. Perhaps we will never know their full story. 

